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ceptible in Spain, and of course throughout Africa. In Gaul the
celkrium fisci was reminiscent of the Byzantine commerciaries.
Venice was gravitating into the orbit of Constantinople. The
Greek Fathers are indispensable if we are to understand the religious
thought of the West. Of course, in the 8th century, when the
Emperor had become jSoatAeus rcov Poj/miW, the rupture between
the Greeks and the Latins was final The beginning of the great
crisis may be dated from Monophysism (640-681), and above all
Iconoclasty (726-843); but how many tergiversations there were
before the complete rupture!

The influence of the Syrians was greatly increasing in Rome,
and they were becoming numerous in the city; there were even
to be several Syrian Popes, Evidently the future was to see the
Byzantinization of the West, more or less modified by Hiber-
nianism and Anglo-Saxonism. The difference of languages was
no obstacle; the superiority of the one culture over the other was
too great. Once the Mediterranean became and remained the
great means of communication between the East and the West
the preponderance of the first over the second was inevitable.
The sea, which the Byzantines continued to control, spread their
influence in all directions. And the civilization of the period was
found beside the sea, both in the West and in the East* From
Germanism in itself nothing more was to be expected. The Lorn*
bards, in the yth century, were undergoing a process of Uomani-
zation, A new centre of culture had indeed made its appearance
among the Anglo-Saxons, but this culture had come to them
direct from the Mediterranean.